Totally Useful Tote Bag Construction
By now, you’ve done your “homework” and have a quilted section, plus leftover unquilted fabric. There should be enough fabric left to allow you to choose either the outer or the lining fabric for the handles and binding strips. You don’t need both—pick your favorite look, either matching or contrasting. Then, follow the layout diagram and instructions for cutting the required pieces from your quilted section and the unquilted part. There is also fabric to make a cover for the plastic canvas stiffener that goes in the bottom of the bag, plus more that you can use for makeup bags, checkbook covers or other coordinating accessories. Experiment, and enjoy!

Cutting the bag component pieces from the quilted section:
1. From the corner, measure 18” in the 28” (narrower) direction. Don’t worry if you don’t have exactly 10” remaining; the adjustment will be made in the various outer pockets. Cut the piece lengthwise at 18”, yielding an 18”x43” strip. Set the rest aside, for step 3.
2. Cross-cut this strip at 29”. The 18”x29” piece is the purse body. The remainder of the 18” strip will be the two inner pockets that span the width of the purse. If you have enough length left, make each pocket 7” high, or 7”x18” pieces, as shown. Otherwise, divide the remaining length in half, making the pockets a little shorter than 7”. It won’t matter. 

3. From the remaining quilted fabric, cross-cut first a pair of 10” long pieces that will become the largest outer pockets.

4. Next, cut the optional outer pocket for a water bottle and a lipstick/business card pocket, each 5” long; then, you can cut a 4” long piece to make a wrap-around shoulder strap guard, if desired.

5. There will be some quilted fabric left over, enough for a cell phone holder, or whatever else.

Cutting the unquilted fabric:

1. Cut two strips 4” wide by the entire 54” length. These are handles.

2. Cut four strips 1-1/2” wide by 54” long. These are for binding.

3. Cut a 9” x 18” piece to be the stiffener cover.
To form the handles:
1. Sew a 4” end of the two strips together, to make a 3 yard strip. Now, sew the remaining narrow ends together, to make a 3 yard circle.

2. Lay a 1 -1/2” strip of fusible fleece along one edge of this circular strip, and a 1-1/2” strip of fusible interfacing (Craft-Bond) lengthwise next to it, so that the two strips cover up 3 inches of the handle strip’s width. Be sure these are laid fusible-side down.
3. With a “Wool” setting, and steam, begin pressing these strips down to fuse them to the handle fabric. As you come to the end of one kind of fusible, or the other, butt the edge of the next piece to it, and continue fusing until the entire 3 yard handle has a strip of fleece and of interfacing. Let cool. It doesn’t have to be a perfect bond.

4. Fold the interfaced handle strip lengthwise into a 1-1/2” strip. First, fold the fleece and interfacing part over to that width, then roll the inch or so of unfused/unreinforced fabric over on top of it. Turn the edge under to hide the raw edge and prevent ravelling. Pin.
5. Sew through all layers at the turned-under edge, along entire 3 yard length, to keep layers from shifting. Now, run a line of stitching near each edge. You’ll have three lines of stitching, but you can add more if you prefer. 
To bind the pocket sections:

1. Lay the binding strip even with the edge of the quilted fabric that you want to bind. Stitch 1/4” from the edge.

2. Press (finger or iron) the binding away from the piece, and wrap it around to the other side. Tuck the edge under, checking to see that you have a little more binding width on the reverse side than on the front.

3. Stitch “in the ditch” of the seamline, as if it were a quilt binding. Verify that you caught the back side with your stitching.

4. If the pocket has edges that won’t get hidden under straps or in other seams, you will have to turn the binding under at the corner, to create a clean look. Or, you may turn the corners as in machine-applied quilt binding. Personally, I don’t think it’s worth that trouble.
Zipper application:

Zips on pockets can be easily installed end to end, without needing any placket methods. Binding can reinforce and decorate the application. 
Zippers on the top of purses are installed the same general way, but you must first anchor both sides of the bottom end of the zip to a piece of fabric, to keep it from separating during use, then enclose that fabric in the zipper installation seams. Should you ever get lucky enough to find 18” NON-separating sport zippers, you won’t need to worry about that. Excess zipper length can be left outside of the purse and anchored, or tucked inside.

1. Lay zipper face down along edge of pocket, aligning edge of tape with fabric. Sew from end to end, about 1/4" in from edge. You might not need a zipper foot to do this. 
2. Turn the zipper over, and topstitch or apply binding to seam for strength.

3. Repeat above technique to the other side of the zip with a narrow piece of pocket fabric, or the other side of the purse. (Cut about 1” off the pocket to create this strip.)
4. If you didn’t already, bind the top edge of pocket.
Sewing order for assembling the purse:

1. Bind assorted pockets.

· Top and bottom of both inner pockets

· Top and bottom of one large outer pocket

· Top and bottom of other large outer pocket. If desired, first sew small darts in lower corners to create pouch look in bottom. 

· Top and bottom of water bottle pocket. You may want to enclose a bit of elastic in the top binding.

· All four sides of the lipstick pocket

· All four sides of the strap guard

· Other accessory, if desired

2. Make handle loop (see separate instructions.)

3. Apply inner pockets to purse lining. The space in the middle between them will determine the purse thickness. Around 4” is good, or your taste.

4. Determine preferred arrangement of outer pockets. Usually, these fit between the handles, and are held down on the sides by the handles.

5. Apply handles in a large oval to purse outside, catching pockets in seam. Each end of the oval will extend off the purse body the same amount. Find and match bag and handle loop centers. Stitch handles to purse starting 2” from top edge of body, and ending 2” away from opposite edge. This gives the purse the ability to fold over at the top and allow zipper to function. Be sure to reinforce these starting/stopping points, and stitch down both sides of the handle strip.
6. Stitch down the top of the zippered outer pocket. The other outer pocket remains open.

7. Sew one side, only, of the water bottle pocket. The rest of it will be sewn down after the side seams are done.

8. Form the lipstick pocket and place it one the purse body.

9. Apply top zipper (see separate instructions) & pull tab made of binding.
10. With RIGHT SIDES together, ZIPPER PARTLY OPEN, and purse body folded in half, lengthwise, sew the side seams. Trim the seam allowance to no more than 1/4". Apply binding to this double-thickness edge, on both sides.

11. Sew across the bottom corners, at a 45-degree angle, to form the gusset. This should match up width the distance between your set of internal pockets. The purse should now “sit.”

12. Anchor the zipper end to the purse, if needed, so that you can more easily open it. Reinforce zipper area, as required.

13. Finish water bottle pocket stitching on the side of the purse.

14. Form strap guard, using velcro closure. Wrap around straps. It can be sewn to one strap, if desired.

15. Cut stiffener to size and cover with a “pillowcase” of fabric.

Care instructions for purses:

These are durable accessories, to be laundered like any quilt. The fleece is polyester, and will not shrink much. Machine or hand wash, machine dry on lower setting. Do not over-dry.
